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ARLKI, Sadar -t al 


S~ORN DEPcsYTION (ircrslation) 


Pr>ap-nents OIF A., Kershire 


 Enving first duly swern on cath 8 on attached short 
and in ncecrd-nor with tho orcesdurr *olleowcd in ny ecuntry 


I horoby dopcst as frlicws. 


1. Ivae bern in Negeng, Prefvoture cn 8 Fobrunry 1893, 

I ontorod tho Naval /end-my in 1990 and until B-pt-rbor 1946 
when Iowans ploced cn tho rooorv> list I hevo sarvee in tho 
Navy for 45 voars. On 6 Sontonb>r 1940, I trnk af P4040 48 
Navy inistcr in the Svceond K-n-> Cabinot, suces7ding the 
fermor Navy Hinistr, admiral Zonee Yeshidn. Frllcwing thet, 
from 18 July 1941 to 16 Oct-bor 19417 wns Navy Minist-r in 
the Third Kened Cabinot until ft rcsignod on blero. 

ae Cenecorning tho Tripartits Mllinnes, shaper wore $4 ptAGn 
arguncnts in Govornn-nt circlor whon the Gormainsdooanees 
ellianeo Prot ns eoneludad., but what imprrrescd mn? mast 
strongly was the fact thit it srught tr provint tho 

UeSe from cntoring tho Burcpeoan Wr thoroby stopping tho dovietnre 


ticne cf worfers from spronding threugh*ut the werld, and 118° 
-l- 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


DEF. DOC. #1664 


tho sottlorent cf the Chinn Incidont as well as tho establish= 
mont cf friendly rolaticns with tho Seviet Unicn. But what I 
frored tho mest wes tho incurring of hestilitios with those 
nations oven if na slight fricticn with 4ngl*-Amorican vo .wors 

ery Sevirt Unicn cruléd net be averted. Tht is t> sav thoit theo 
Navy scught ts avert “nr with U.S. ind Britain rt 111 ccst and 
narnestly h7pcod fer U.S. Japanese rolaticns to roturn t* nermal 
eorditicns ond tho Chinn Incidont t> reach an carly (por0esful) 
seluticn. Howevor, cn cne hand, situaticns orevailing st thrit 
time frre2d cur cruntry to take an isclatod stand intornaticnally 
whilst cn the cthor hand it was theught oxtromely dif®icult t» 
apprench the UeS. and Fritnin. We had slroady acknowledged the 
new prlicy itsclf, backed up by tho combined strength of Germany. 
Italy and the Scviot Unicn, but wo ferred the incurring “* wor 


with tho U.S. and Britain if we ecneluded « Tripartite sllinance 


with Gormanyv nnd Itoly, and therofrro we folt thot 1 most onroful 


deliboraticn cn tho preprsal wis nocesserye Sspecially, 1s to 
nutomaticrlly sharing the cblignticn cf ontoring wor we strongly 
oxpressed ahsclute concsiticn.e. Hewovor, Intor on, rcecrding to 
the exvlanaticn nado by Feroign Minist-r Matsuckn IT undorsteod 
the situnticn as frllewss "Net enly deos Germany not dosire 
Jnpan's entry inte the Burcporn Wir at tho vrosont strgo but 
desires oven mera, than Jovoin d°os t* prevont American's antry intr 
the ware On this p int wo wore ablo tr rocrgnizo sufficient 
earnestness tr ceorperate with us and that oven -fter tho 
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oonealuasicn -* the fllinnee Pact tho decisicn tr:ontor the wor 
weuld be made by Jnvan's fror will. .s for Javnaneso-Sevict 
rolnaticns 211 pessiblo of**rts woro t* bo mando t> pr-mts 
friondly undorstirnding. Such definit> understanding wora 
.ranchede" thereto tho Navy lest sll grounds for cpncsing 

the preprsnal, Net only thet but I theught thet the Navy's 
stubbrrn adhorence tr its cwn standprint would cronte an vinlont 
{nternnl rivynlly if it orntinuod in cvov*siticn to the public 
-pinicn which at thit tine was gradually favcering tho Axis. 
Thorofere I stated at tho Catinot meeting that, "The Navy dros 
net havo-any cthor propesal which will tide cvor the current 
(critionl) situaticn.* Tho autencncus docision when entoring 
war and adjustmont of U.S; Japanose relations wore the twe 7 
majer fnetcrs tr which the Navy sttachod grentost imo-rtancs, 
and ss te the first factor, wo specially clenrly indicnted it 
in an officinl diplomatic paper, and as Sonircr Dolegnte of the 
Militeryv Cemnittoo for the Nixed Tachnicnl Comnissiron in the 
German-Italinn-dananese Tripartite Pact signing, Vice ‘émiral 
Nackuni Nemurea, whe wns sonior t> tho Army Delogrtc, Rear 
hamirnl Katsur Abe was chrsen who undorstocd the progress cf the 
Allinanoe nogetinticns ae te thrt times as Chics? *f Naval caeaien 


Bureau, Naval Ministry. Both deleg-tes wore apo-inted on 


15 Oos>*bore Agadde in March 1942 whon Frroign Minister Matsucka 


was embarking cn a trip tc Surope I ontored a stieng advics 
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to tho Foreign Ministor nt to mako undorstindings which may 
invelvo us in 1. war *ther than with China, and ospscially 

with the U.S. and Britain. Mrrocver I addod Commander Shigeru 
Fujii mong his attendants t° be caroful cn the advice I made 

te the Feroign Ministor. Agnin 18s tr adjustment of Jananese =U.’ 
relations I ox2rtod spnocinl offerte. Hithorter, Frreign Minister 
Matsuckea Kad boon nogetiating with Admiral Kichisnaburse Nomura t 
accept tho, pest of ambassader te tho U.S. but tho Admiral 
refused tr accept it. But for the adjustmont -f U.S.-dJnpanese 
relations I was cenvinced thit n° cne was more suitable for the 
post as the Admiral who understecé tho UeS- well and was nlse 
an intimate friend of President Ressevalt and s~ in oarly 
Octobor, I alse sent the Vico-Minister fer tho Navy, Vioo Admir: 
Teyodn te porevade him t@*aStep> i$ gnd finally succeeded in 
deing sce I alse requested, beth. the Primo Winietst 4hd tho 
Fereign Minister te commence early adjustment of U.S. Jnonnoso 
rolnations at v-ricus opportunitics. 

3e Tho definits plan which passed tho Imp-rinl Conference cf 
2 July 1941 is exactly «s stnted in Bvidonoe N-. 588. Pricr 

to it, aftor tho German-Srevi-t War bogan, studies wor mado 
Ministry, Army Ministry and Fereign Ministry otc, starting 
around the 22nd cr 23rd cf June, with 1 viow tc determino our 
attitude in dealing with internatitnal situations. The erigina — 
plan was appreved by tho Liaisen Conference arcund June and I 


do net romember the exact date but it was infcrmally represonte: 
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(roperted) tr tho Enporer by tho Primo Ministcr, Chicft -f 
Army Gonornal Staff and Chic? -f Naval Gonornl Starr, ‘ 

On 2 July +f the somo your, 2n Imperial Conforosonco was hold, 
JThese nrosont word, Prima Minister Fen-o, -Chrirman. of. tho 
Privy Ceuneil Here, Chiof of Army” Gonorna lb Strtt Suriynnn, 
Vico=-$Chict of -Gonorel-S-trft—Pewients~Orerenp Nevrrwlearrvra. 
Staff. dlepanes FTES = Ch Tyee ne NSAI CS PT PAIS th Po hend eo temD 
Kinietor-Firairr,-PtnanceHirtstrr—Kaenday—Dpeertient“P th 9 
Planning Beoerd Sugukt; Yer Minister Ter; Porricn Minte'tor 
Matsuo mnt -lrenrlMintetermmyssTr se Tho ardor -f. the con= 
farencn begen with Primo Minister Keno roadirg the gonoral 
eutline’ (contents) cP the vlan. Chire of Army Gonornal Stare 
Sugivone and Chisf -f Navnl Goneral Staff? Ungar oxplainod 
the impsrtant prints, »*ter which the Chairman cf tho Privy 
Council astod » quosticn te tho frllewing offoct. 

"what 2re tho vrospocts crf oreveking 2 war with tho U.S. 
an@ Britnin?™ Te which Chicterfesrmy Gonornl Staff Sugivann 
roplied os “cllews. "We shnll cirry cut the disontching +f 
trerps: to Seuthorn Fronoh Indc-Chinn undor sufficiont undorstand 
ing with tho Franch Indo-China authorities and very offort shal 
be made -te ‘nvort any incitoment with tho U.S. and Britein. 
Feowover, iff by. chanco wo aro challoneod wo must bo pronarod tn 


moot ite By tho term, “willing tr fight the UeS. and Britain," 


is meant propnredness for war and not rosclution te begin war.” 
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4. Tho docisifn passod by the Imporinl Crnforeanes of 

6 Sontenbor, I romenbor tr be tho sono, in gonorrl, srs stntod 
in Svideren §88 tendorod by tho Presecutiron. The Imporial 
Cenferonce was held cn 6 September at the Imporial Palnco, 

the ssme ns before. Explannaticns sn tho plan wero medo by tho 
Prime Ministcr, Chizf cf Army Gonornl Staff and Chiof of Naval 
Goneral Strff. Frllswing which I t' ink thors wns als on 
€xnlanaticn by the Frreign Ministor. It wes thon whon Chnirmon 
ef the Prity council Horn asker 2 quosticn te the Gov-rnmont 
and Supreme Semmane to the afoot thit, “"acercrding t> tho 

way this plan is written, it mentions tho proparaticns “or war 
bofere tho policy cf striving threugh ciplematic channels, 

but what is the relation botweon tho two?" T-wards this 


query I answered, "Tho main -bjective -f this plan is to 


acecmplish cur demands threugh diplomatic measuros.” Whereas 


the Emporcr vrossed the Suprema Commind to miko an oxplonation, 
Chief cf Naval Gonoral Staff Nagane ronliod, “The Supr>me 
Crmmend is cf tho same cpinion ns tho Gov-rnmont." At this 
eenforence tho Emporer qurted Emporcr Moiji's prom which 
impressed us deoplye The Imporial prem ran like this, "In this 
werld whero we dwell the sovon sovs *s brothon, why rego there 
the warring waves.” 

6. In oarly August 1941 when wo were told frem Prince Krnco 
abcut intonticns cf 9 diroct ocnforence with President 


Recsovolt we attachod grort oxpectarione to it. The Navy 
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roquisiticnod tho morchantship Nitta Maru fer thit ourp?so 
and cemplotod 11 proparatirns.. I had in my mind Admiral 
Yamameto and Vice Admiral Ko ijun Okan xs Naval attendant and 
placo Admiral Minoichi Kogn as tho Commandor-in-Chiof cf ‘ tho 
Combined Floct.e I had als* gained the infrermal censont cf 
Admire l Yamametce 

6. Evon aftor Octcbor came, U.S. JInvanoso nogctintions made 
ne oregress which we hed expected and according to tho 
"Outlines On Accomplishment -f the Empire's Naticnal Prlicy,”" 
which was approvod at the Imperial Cenferonco “f 6 Sovntonbor 


wo had to @ecide cur attitude in viow sf U.S. Jansnose nog*tia- 


tions. Neodless ts say tho Navy did 1.11 it cruld te aveid 


war with tho U.Se. And this sentiment (Opinions ) among tho 

naval circles was ccmmunicatod tc Promier Kenea. In amidst 

such circumstances, tho roascns for ontrusting its decision 

to the Prime Ministor was because we ecnsidsred tho fcllowingss 

a) It is 2 woll knewn fact that hithortc tho intorn?l 
strong-minded eloments had been criticizing tho Navy's 
nttitude as being effeminate. Therofor>, if tho Navy 
made 2 vublic anncuncemont that it "lneked confidence 
in fighting tho U.S.", it weuld lond te (cronte) the 
disruption cf naticnnal cvinirns, cause the vitting cf 
Army 2g inst tho Navy and ocnsoquontly Aseaunp dows a 
grave intornal oreblem. 
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As a rosult cf tho absve controvorsy tho Chugking Rosimo 
which wis dependant upon tho U.S. and British supp rt, 
wruld tako advantrgo and aggrevnate thoir spirit cf ro- 
sistnanco and the settlomentyrcf tho Chinn Incidont would 
boceme hopeless. wane eae ohhdihiene for U.S. Innnnrse 
negrtinticns weuld be all the m-ro disndvontago-us, and 
trgethor with it Our internal voublic “pinicn will *urther 
grow soricus and thoro wns foar “f-atl hopes f¢r an amicable 
sottlomont boing 10st. 

he the Primo Ministor tee WaSsf oxnetly tho samo spinion 
as tho Navy, and this preblom, m-rocvor, had an impertant 
bearing cn the ovornll haticnel strongth and honee should 
net be degmaticrlly eeneludod scloly en theo basis «* the 
Navy's standpoint, I als? trck into o-nsidornticn the 
circumstances set forth in the preceding varngraph ~ 

and .propcsed tc lonve the decisirn cn this mattor te 


the Primo Minister. 


On thils 23r¢ day -f May, 1947 


At Tokve 


Dopenonts OIKAWA, Keshire (seal) 


I, TAKAHASHI, Yrshiteugu horoby cortify thit tho above 
stntomont was wworn by the Depcnont, wh affixed his signature 
and senl thorets in the presonco f this Witnoss. 


On tho samo dato 
At Sawe Place 


Witnosss (signed) TAKAHASHI, Yoshitsugu (sonl 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


“ 


D3F. DOC, #1664 


OATH ‘i 
ay g'" 


In ace*rdnance with my crnscioneos I swoor to toll tho 


whole truth withh-leing n-thing and adding n-thinz. 


OLKi.Wh, Keshire (sol) 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


= 
ee) 
a 
ioe} 
s 
S 
S 
= 
1S) 
© 
3 
2 
© 
a 
S 
S 
= 
= 
Ss 
on 
2) 
iexd 
ca 
ca 
2 
= 
= 
_ 
a 
| 
a4 
=) 
ow 


sig @ wy SP el il 
= i  & 
Mot KH] [oR Oy 


— — SS WE 2 ao ‘N 
meARS IES @IRKI BIR? RBS ASMA Td ss XK 


Ws oS 


Def,Doo 1664 


Batagser« 


Def,Doo 1664 


CRELKHI eX rye HAE REMI EM Ba kgR< sz 


SMER EERE GSS ICAMRATR ES anus s° 


BE+LRERRK rRliXHeEECEI KSA RRE MS (ah oa st K 


>A Mn we a bh BR NS is eee 


2ilxWeeBuikRer sc & em Beige SSETKETRtKE 


PEREMHSLBATRA =? 
Wer ( ORES R RS mak -HeuKh Ye Bx SER 


age arprpeueHkRSR ORS .@ em See 
Ya Rh A EES LHR uBKK an gycsnea 
LE KAR RER SeEES SHS EGE HS mR YS GE 
5 > RK 5S Ki Beri VRASRH cpaneeve 


° 


eppreerny reraret Lee ae 


Hepee se CEaWe RK TAS DK es BkKnie#LX 


- dX Ss ges ER NEM ASE AT ESTERS 
= EB uae r+ Kee ERE IRE Bin i Kh . KK 


— 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


Ae ee ER COR ERS BERR SESS 
errr Tar Utne knee 
NEERR EWN CSRS SS BHT oe 
ere ty ee ee 
BEAR SRO KN etme TREO RR OEE ST 
Or es ee eae 


7 Jim 


CA ee 
: —tREKPTAKRENHQES 
eu kh RE HRAAAR. KSA FS "1 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


yuBh i eR ERS Le gnersNreR+ BR PNK AE 
mae é ° os ou “4 hs s *. £2 < tm J 
RA AMHR BX ES OA ERRRA+ SHOE 6 dk c 
x if an 0 . 3 7 7 | | | | 

- i RS ‘ ni ts co q + . < vs 4X a Sg oS es 4 | r- 
. iY ra lo n mas IK ¥E4 R te he ag «x 


on ema HRS Ss! tT 
5. tages erst yee RES 

gama tema nema TRS EA 

Pt nl 26 a 1 pian anaes 
vee tees £6 SS ed Oe BS 


Def,Doo 1664 


KR 


‘\ & cM LOHR KW ROKR K EWI SRO Doh Ew i K 

RyiMARKASNKEWIBKINO SI RK A! PRA ASR 

~ HK SEI MK Ce OREN TERBORE er QO 

i of REE NK EK SK 

ime IRM + SRR IMS ER KBRANRERAR SRN DE 

ee SHAUN Rr arvWwHERE BE 
REM RMN RUC RS OK RRA rs aa 
eee ee eer eBVuRBGit eK 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


, ee tb Wy et het 8 pUnK SE mi Bi nax Bi 4k Oetde 3 


2M P ae AN HRA 
SWeEW UE OR PEL ERNHRO BRA So ACRES 
REN Seat BAN KBrAHMA Rh 
DRE AR RA So RATKHK SAS 

m reek 2+) KBE RRC EKE 

Sm Gx eu t+ roe eve geek useeet 


Def,Doo 1664 


en ahBREUN SBP SAMI MN Res 2A SN RE 


=e 


enh daiiialcinietiicigia 0 Ae 


aK = > 
See pea RMR SRR SSRN REE 


om m= PRRERAEP AH RNAS HENERIRBO ® Fi 
\SBRrnwWx i eK Kmiti  MoKR OV ee” ter’ && 
‘ee we’ ~ eae Bi SRE. A 3° RS me KEKE 
oe SSRN anaes cosmewaer® 
Se TREN KM’ AGM BERG RE EHTS SS 
Ee PRI OME KORESTRES I 8° SRR REE 
me MIR K’ RADE K IM” RHRRKMS KR ER A” q 
“3 ta Pe i ‘mK PRES’ PHM’ SKAMBAR” wm 
SER exit eK SM RK N So SMBS PrHBmaem= 
= <e * Me. BK ORE IRAQH AM’ te et eH OK RN RK 
LR RRA SR’ RESREM Lo ORK RARER EE 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


v 


Def,Doo 1664 


Def,Doo 1664 


“ME RME RAS NURAVASKn aK morseeRe 


nN we 


TRC REBAR EANES EVER REMKNB RB UNDE 
UREN RE KOKA RRM ee tae] RK RBRONR ES 
VREACRR PROCES BOC RENN RAK HA gr Be 
PRR EN ORK KR BH KI) ACK NRTA RHA HK 
KAREN KMNMR aA a HeN Ri AR KY 

ROKONRESBNKRI KEI EK Meenas r a2 


RIRR KRESS PN ARR RR ABP RBK eo RBaRixzgnxKn 
2@E+EDSMEN KHER A wo RN PO i We Ree em 
FESKR OMY sso NB he RK me BERRA mE 
Bro RP RPGR EM mo - HFKKR RSE RIKAY\. Kr we 
RASRRIRRK +MORE MHI Seer Mnne~anyp 
DER GREW EERE + Mn BKM RRA wo NU RA a 


mS PRN OCR KNORR BK er ne RAR] 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


Def ,Doo 1664 


Wie Rema RSR\MR\ERKAREISNSKHKRRBER 
SMCS RY RE RRR RS PK] Aw Oo RS. 
Mi KKRESREKMSERN RB OS | SRE+s Bw 
rarsanhpre? “4 Sys 
RAL THPCHEH HH OR On RHHUSNYRBRES UH He OVA 
9) +mrs th & a a ~ | | 
EREKECMRBHPBUMa TRH K Ce +1 KRSM eB 


we Oe eee 2 2 ee 2 2 oes ee 
RAR RMR KSI ERR ERD RESCH SEr Mee 
(He RRMA DKAKKRTKKE’ BRPRALHOKRHI BOR 


BRP Me SB 6 KR CR BR RA OF 


MRAKKE THR Ssryhrr ae 


"Prue t Nhe OKKBS HBR MRn Re kK ROKTVSEG 


ShAM SIS OR RBEMOK ES) IANKOKKBIBK AS 
MnKwWererc annnse panne RERM+ IHL. TKBE 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


Def,Doa 1664 


MR BBs. a° AAHRNBRSROVBESREME Yams s 
CFOS RSS ee ee 


ee eee oe 


SHE ABRSRRMRRAK\BRSL\BSROKBK RR + HRI 
S\CRRNSBM RHR Ao DAAHWIBAER mK Mim + » J 
PIGRMRNS CL MRE.\RLLFRIB” RSE.‘ Re ASS 
SRO PVYH« Rt STEER BRK s< REA B® 

THENRKKKKMESMGNRR I mS MENRH? IML RNG 
MPREn RM IRNESREK. RHE +e ° MOKKAN SE 
Mx eE+ + oNRRRRCK EY Oe BOXMKAKRS Sas 
BH +i MRERA BS 

Tiree e Mae PRREd KAA SN+RNRMS ME SEAR 
Ue BK RAS BRN SABO RRS KC ht R 
mER REN ERE IHSMEIRICEKRO 1 HK < wWaB 
aS KR O° 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


Def,Doo 1664 


ot 


\ 
¢ 


RUNES 


Mom stm ll tiiws (Ra BY 1) 


24 
¥ 
@ 
A 
/ 
ii 
Bil 
5 
f= A 
ca 
vy 
A 
Y 
Sep 
4 
i 
=F 
y 
x 
Iv 
b 
9 
Ftd 
ia 
y 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


Def,Doo 1664 


A 
aL 
in 
ba 
f 
7 
it 
AY 
Et 
9 
te 
BR 
3 
“tz 
zx 
m 
AR] 
a 
oJ 
= 
Mt 
pn 
te 
ar 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/00a848/ 


vef. Loc. 1664 


bKkataA DabLL 


Lelete on page 5, dines four vo tine ben, the following 
sentence. 
"These present vere, Prine sinister .onoe, Uhalrman 


of the Privy Council mara, Cniel of sAruy Gune.tl staff 


> ugiyeme, Vice-Chief of veneral otarf tsucece, Gnief of 


Naval Genevel Sterf wageno, Vice Unief of Navel Gener.l 


» taff Kondo, Howe winister niranucze, Finance minister 
Kanade, Presiaent of the Planning boure & us usi, 


war Minister Tojo, Forcign minister wi atsuoxa ed Navel 


winister,myself. 
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